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Unsung Heroes: Cambria Kaltwasser
KALTWASSER LEADS
STUDENTS TO CHRIST
CLARA PAHL
ENGLISH TEACHING
Dr. Cambria Kaltwasser’s teatime
is for Karl Barth, baby Jesus and
social justice. And tea.
Dr. Kaltwasser gives space to
students who wish to partake in such
conversations. The theology suite
roundtable’s topics are limitless.
“Sometimes we discuss our hopes
for becoming more hospitable and
just. Most often, we simply share life
together,” Kaltwasser said.
Teatime is a nudge towards
community; but this Northwestern
College buzzword only holds weight
because of people like the elegant
Dr. Kaltwasser.
“Her teatime with students in the
pod flows from her emphasis on the
relational aspects of theology, the
way our theological ideas open us
to care for each other,” professor of
biblical and theological studies Dr.
Jason Lief said.
Tea, of course, was not the
beginning of Dr. Kaltwasser’s fervor

for studying the language of God,
but rather it is a profound blip in
time after many years of finding her
place. The wondering and wrestling
manifested itself in 12-year-old
Cambria— questions of “human
freedom and grace” took a hold of
her mind, but there was nobody who
advocated for her gifts in ministry.
As an undergraduate at John
Brown University, Dr. Kaltwasser
studied English and “gravitated
towards authors who wrote about
who we are and who God is... like
Flannery O’Connor.” After studying
theology at Oxford University for a
semester, she became absorbed with
the idea of a life in ministry.
Persevering through a series of
“growing pains”—adversity that is
inevitable for women in ministry—
Dr. Kaltwasser earned her doctorate
at Princeton Seminary in systematic
theology and something perhaps
more valuable: her voice.
“A lot of times, you are socialized
to see that the best thing a woman
can be is caring, humble and sweet,”
Dr. Kaltwasser said. “And you
aren’t valued for being bold and
courageous. I had to learn how to be

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY SONU GUPTA
Cambria Kaltwasser, NW Biblical and Theological Studies professor, shares a cup of tea with NW student

that in seminary.”
She found her way to NW, was
hired as an assistant professor of
theology and became ordained as a
minister of word and sacrament in
the Presbyterian church.

Now a vivid campus presence,
Dr. Kaltwasser “[models] how to
navigate the world with a soft soul
and the utmost grace,” her teaching
assistant Camber Herrig said. The
inspired senior will be shadowing

her mentor’s footsteps and pursuing
a Master of Divinity in the fall.
The influence of Dr. Kaltwasser
has been met by many, including
one of her theology suite neighbors,
Dr. Jim Mead.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Outstanding NW senior students

NW STUDENTS THAT
HAVE LEFT AN IMPACT
GRACE REGINALD
PUBLIC RELATIONS

For the seniors graduating in
May, that means that the hard
work they put into extracurricular
activities and academics paid off.
With this in mind, there are a few
seniors who have stood out in
their majors and to their friends
as well.
One of these accomplished
seniors is Steven Van Meeteren. He
is triple majoring in mathematics,
chemistry
and
bio-health
professions. He participates on
the cross country and track team,
represents Colenbrander Hall on
student government and is also
an English language tutor for the
PIECE program.
“I am going to miss the closeknit community at NW” Van
Meeteren said. “I am grateful for
the relationships I got to build in

the dorm, in the classroom and at
practice.”
After Steven graduates, he will
be attending medical school at
Kansas City University.
Azariah Schaefer met Van
Meeteren his freshman year.
“I admire that Steven is very
disciplined and hardworking. He
works hard to be the best person
he can be.” Schaefer said. “Steven
is a load of fun when he gets away
from his busy schedule, so I hope
that he may find time to relax and
unwind after all the hard work he
has accomplished so far.”
Another senior to recognize is
Hailey Louw, a statistics major
with minors in economics and
computer programming. She is
involved with the track team,
investment club, the honors
program,
writes
for
“The
Beacon” and is an intern for the
Intercultural department.
“I’ve learned a lot about how I
can better help people with what
I’ve learned. I’ve really started to

PHOTO BY NWC.COM
Carl Wynga, chair of the board of trutees, speaks at senior graduation ceremony, sharing his inspiration

see how our education can be used
to pursue God’s redeeming work
in the world.” Louw said.
Louw will be pursuing her

master’s degree in statistics at
the University of Wisconsin –
Madison in the fall.
Misael Bruzzone met Louw in

freshmen year seminar. Bruzzone
admires Louw’s passion for
working with data and helping
people.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Unabashedly proud in a punch of heritage
CABELLO IS BACK
TO HER ROOTS
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
Camila Cabello has been
known to include touches
of Latin pop flare in all
of her previous musical
endeavors.
Particularly
when she became a solo
artist and bursts back onto
the scene with “Havana”
and
other
beginning
tracks, the singer let her
audience know that she
stood proud in her CubanMexican heritage.
However,
Cabello
entered an almost twoyear hiatus after her album
“Romance” released in
2019. She has now returned
with a distinct list of tracks.
While Latin pop was not
exactly a prominent theme
on
Cabello’s
previous
albums, “Familia” packs
a punch with Cabello’s
musical heritage displayed
unabashedly several times
across the tracks.
The album kicks
up with an illustrious
trumpet solo, less than
thirty seconds in length,
before progressing into the

album. This track lays the
seeds for the expectation of
the entire album, running
into a vivacious track list
of Latin-infused songs.
“Bam Bam” gives tropical
vibes with the combination
of light drums, trumpets
and the strumming of some
strings. A collaboration
with Ed Sheeran, the song
provides a lilting beat with
a catchy tune. Even though
the lyrics tell the story of a
breakup, the listener nearly
forgets this fact against the
upbeat backdrop.
“La Buena Vida” has
an
almost
mariachi
backdrop.
Guitars,
trumpets,,and
drums
are the key instruments
behind Cabello’s voice. The
song also includes backing
vocals, one of which is
Cabello’s
own
father.
This intertwines with the
theme of the album’s title,
even though most of the
relationships
showcased
or alluded to across the
album are romantic and
not familial.
In “Psychofreak,” Cabello
collaborates with Willow
Smith and takes vocal
inspiration from Doja Cat
and artists of her genre.

The rhymes of the song
group by stanza instead
of every other, making it
a distinctly different and
more ear-catching rhyme
scheme.
The most recognizable
track of the album, “Don’t
Go Yet,” was released as
a single almost a year
ago and burst onto the
mainstream musical scene.
The song finally joins an
album with the release
of “Familia,” and it holds
up the strength of the
personality throughout the
album, packed with aural
color and a full orchestra’s
worth
of
background
instruments.
In the past, Cabello’s
album credits included
a slew of popular pop
producers.
This
time
around, she settled in with
a smaller concentrated
group that included many
Latin-pop producers and
veterans. The list included
names such as Cheche
Alara and Edgar Barrera,
both
well-established
artists in the genre. If
Cabello continues to dive
deep into her own musical
heritage, there is high
chance that she will go

COURTESY OF PITCHFORK.COM

down in history as one of
the veterans of Latin-pop
music, joining such figures
as Alara and Barrera.
Cabello did not only
seek to include Latin
sounds on her new album,
but Latin stories as well.
“Celia,” distinctly flavored
with Latin-pop feel, is
entirely in Spanish and
tells the story of a woman
who is compelled to take

up salsa dancing because
of her fascination with her
culture.
The song “Lola” is
the story of a girl of the
same name, growing up
in Cuba and is unable to
chase her dreams because
of her situation. Taking
inspiration heavily from
her life and real-world
events, a guest verse
by rapper Yotuel in the

song includes the phrase
“Patria o muerte.” The
translated phrase means
“homeland
or
death,”
which flips the phrase
used in Yotuel’s own song
and in anti-government
demonstrations in Cuba,
the phrase being “patria y
vida,” or “homeland and
life.”

New secrets reveal new aspects of beloved world
VISUALLY
STUNNING AND
COMPLEX
MISAEL BRUZZONE
ECONOMICS

Directed by Harry
Potter veteran David Yates,
“Fantastic Beasts: The
Secrets of Dumbledore”
sees Newt Scamander
once again reeled into
an ongoing war between
good and evil where the
fate of the Wizarding
World is in jeopardy.
“The
Secrets
of
Dumbledore” is full of
amazing portrayals. Taking
on the mantle of the evil
wizard Grindelwald is
Mads Mikkelsen, who is
undoubtedly the standout
of this movie. Mikkelsen
once again demonstrates
his commanding presence
on screen by infusing
both the character and
the series with some
much needed nuance and
confidence.
Eddie Redmayne also
disappears behind his
character, much like
in the previous two
movies.
Unfortunately,

with the series moving
further and further away
from his story to that of
Dumbledore, Redmayne
does not have much room
to work in. Jude Law also
reprises his role as a young
Albus
Dumbledore,
successfully bringing all
the charisma and power
of the character to life.
Fans of the Harry Potter
universe will not be
disappointed by these
portrayals.
The same cannot be
said for Ezra Miller’s
character. While Miller’s
character is supposed to
be an important part of
the overall plot, his screen
time is minimal and
always underwhelming.
This can be attributed
to the extensive rewrites
the movie went through
and recent controversies
surrounding
Miller’s
personal life.
Visually, the movie is
stunning. Every character
looks sharp and on point
as the costume design for
this movie is on par if not
better than every other
movie in the universe.
The magic the wizardry
fans know and love is

back and better than ever.
With the exception of
some clunky interactions
between real characters
and computer generated
creatures, the movie is
visually flawless. Yates
seems to have learned
to ease back from heavy
handed color palettes in
favor of more colorful
characters and sets. From
set and costume design
to VFX, this is a proper
blockbuster in terms of
visual quality.
However, this is far
from being a perfect
movie. The movie deeply
struggles while trying
to stay true to its series
title of “Fantastic Beasts.”
For most of its runtime,
the movie spends time
on Dumbledore’s iconic
schemes and his ongoing
battle with Grindelwald.
This
creates
friction
with our supposed main
character and his passion
for the strange creatures
of the magical world.
Often, it feels like the
movie has to come up
with ridiculous excuses
to justify introducing
new creatures to attempt
to remain true to what it

once stood for.
Unfortunately, these are
not the only issues with
the plotting. “The Secrets
of Dumbledore” follows
along with the trend set by
its predecessors of being
unnecessarily
complex
and convoluted. While
the movie improved its
clarity compared to the
second installment in the
series, the plot remains
complicated and with plot
holes.
Even though the movie
is set within in a universe
well known by millions
of fans across the world,
the movie fails to capture
the essence and heart of
the Harry Potter movies.
Emotional
moments
seem forced or unearned
because the movie has not
taken the time and effort
to make audiences fall in
love with its characters
or story. It simply expects
audiences to love anything
related to the universe of
Harry Potter.
“Fantastic Beasts: The
Secrets of Dumbledore”
remains a fun and
entertaining way to spend
one’s time. While the
heart of the original series

COURTESY OF IMDB

might not be present in
its story, the movie has
enough charm to warrant
a viewing. Wonderful
acting and visuals are
also enough to make
up for its unnecessarily

complex
plot.
“The
Secrets of Dumbledore” is
a fine movie, but it fails to
achieve what it claims to
stand on.
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Peace and joy throughout every single piece
LAST CONCERT OF
THE YEAR
GRACE HARRE
SOCIAL WORK
As the school year winds
down, you may have noticed
an increase in opportunities to
see your friends demonstrate
their hard work and talent in
the field of music. Well, there
is another opportunity coming
up. The Women’s Choir,
directed by Cindy Moeller, is
performing on Friday, April
22 at 7:30 p.m. in Christ
Chapel. As the name suggests,
this choir is full of women
who will be the only featured
ensemble with a few soloists
and honored guests to deliver
excellent music. There you can
see fellow classmates and peers
perform a variety of songs for
less than an hour. Moeller and
the choir have prepared the
entire semester to perform
these songs on Friday.
The program will start with
two Latin pieces, “Salmo 150”
by Ernani Aguiar and “Os
Justi” by Eleanor Daley, that

pull lyrics from the book of
Psalms. “Salmo 150” is the
biblical text of Psalm 150 and
“Os Justi” is from Psalm 37:
30-31.
Following those songs is a
Spanish song called “Nada te
turbe” by Joan Szymko and
lyrics by Saint Teresa of Avila.
This piece is referred to by
sophomore choir member
Anneka Sterk as “a very active
hug.” The song’s syncopated
beat and clashing harmonies
suggest to the audience to not
be frightened because God
never changes and whoever is
in God never lacks in anything.
This song is accompanied
by cellist professor Marian
Casey who also conducts
the orchestra on campus.
All three of these songs are
sung a Cappella. When asked
for her take on these songs,
sophomore choir member
Ashlee Sammons stated that
“it is cool that we get to sing
a variety of languages and
embrace it and cry.”
Further in the program, other
soloists and accompanists join
the Women’s Choir. “Psalm
23,” by Z. Randall Stroope,

features band members Clare
Struck on the flute and Shayler
Van Gelder on the oboe and
Women’s
Choir
member
Lauren Fisk on the piano.
Fisk is the designated pianist
for this semester for Women’s
Choir and will accompany
several other songs in the
concert.
After “Psalm 23” is “Worthy
to be Praised” by Byron J.
Smith. What is a concert by
Moeller without a gospel
piece. “Worthy to be Praised”
features two vocal soloists,
freshman alto Rachel Smith
Luna and sophomore soprano
Jenna Kock. Both soloists will
be singing a verse declaring
glory, honor and adoration
to God who is worthy to be
praised.
The choir will wrap up
the concert with a gospel
rendition of “Will the Circle
be Unbroken,” music by
Appalachian and text by Cathy
Winter, Betsy Rose and Marcia
Taylor. The song will begin with
a trio composed of freshman
soprano Madi Rozeboom,
Kock and junior alto Kaylee
Auch. This song ends the

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
The Women’s Choir performs a collaborative piece with the a Capella Choir women.

concert on the figurative note
of turmoil on the earth with a
forward looking anticipation
to the “better home awaiting in
the sky.”
The Women’s Choir concert
is a great chance to appreciate
different musical expressions
of praise and adoration to

God. The theme of the night
stresses the things in life that
are beautiful and make life
tolerable such as the Lord’s
provision, mercy, goodness
and everlasting presence.
Moeller commented on the
theme and wants people to
“come and receive the uplifting

messages the songs convey.”
With the semester coming to
an end, this is the last chance
to see this group of women
perform uplifting music, that
glorifies God.

Doing redeeming work through the love of jazz
BIG BAND
AND FUN
J A C K S O N
PAGANINI
A C T U A R I A L
SCIENCE

The Northwestern
Jazz Band will have
their last concert of
the academic year
on April 22, at 7:30
p.m. This concert
will feature music
performed at the Jazz
Soiree.
“The NW mission
statement / core value
is to pursue Christ and
His redeeming work
in the world,” states
Jazz Band director Dr.
Angela Holt. “We see
His redeeming work
in jazz music and how
God uses His creation
to draw us closer to
Him through the
musical gifts He has
given to us for His
glory.”
There
will
be
many fantastic songs:
“Jumpin’ Jack”, “In the
Mood”, “Respect” and
many more tantalizing

pieces. Two of the
jazz songs will feature
vocalist
Sophonise
Nielson.
When asked about
their favorite song of
the concert, Dr. Holt
shared, “A variety
of songs–Big Band
music, including ‘Sing,
Sing, Sing;’ ‘Brass
Machine’ features the
brass… particularly
the trumpet section.
We also will have the
jazz combo playing on
this concert.”
The Just Jazz combo,
founded by senior
music
education
major
Michael
Hornback, will play in
between two Big Band
sets and will highlight
four songs: “Lester
Leaps In,” “Over
the Rainbow,” “St.
Thomas” and “Mercy,
Mercy, Mercy.”
Judy
Garland’s
performance of “Over
The Rainbow” in “The
Wizard of Oz” made
Harold Arlen’s song
famous. They nearly
cut this song from
the film and MGM

executives
wanted
to remove this song
because they felt the
song slowed down
the pace of the film.
Someone did not
solidify it until Arthur
Freed stepped in and
firmly expressed, “The
song stays—or I go.”
Who knows where the
Greatest Song of the
20th Century would
have gone if they did
not feature it in the
film?
While this song will
not feature a vocalist,
the Big Band will take
this magnificent song
and metamorphose
it into a beautiful
melody.
Hornback
will
conduct some of
the songs at the
concert.
He
has
conducted
many
songs
throughout
this academic year,
and with him nearing
the teaching field,
this will not be his
last
conducting
experience.
Audiences
may
not recognize the

origins of the song
“Samba Ti Kaye,” by
Mark Taylor. This
homorhythmic piece
features a trumpet
played
throughout
as melodious and
smooth
tune
as
they build up to a
triumphant
finish.
Tyler has associations
with the Stan Kenton
Orchestra
and
has a deep-rooted
connection
with
The Army Band in
Washington D.C. This
piece comes from
Tyler’s album “To
the Edge” released in
2015.
Be sure not to
miss an evening of
exemplary
music
performed by NW’s
esteemed Jazz Band.
If you want to expose
yourself
to
jazz
for the first time,
this is the concert
to do it. The NW
music
department
encourages
anyone
and everyone to come
to the jazz concert at
7:30 p.m.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Elena Lee performs her solo in an earlier performance of the Jazz Band.
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A history of Hospers’ cardboard battle
OVER A DECADE
OF HOSPERS
BATTLES
RACHEL SMART
THEATRE

This spring the Hospers
men will be taking to battle
on the green once more in
the annual cardboard ducttape battle, a tradition that
dates back almost 15 years
at Northwestern. This year
the battle will see some
changes. The battle will be
held on Sunday, May 1 at 4
p.m. on the green, and the
cafeteria will be serving
food as well, sponsored by
Student Activities Council.
The tradition began
as an annual West Hall
event, but when the men
of West Hall transitioned
to Hospers Hall in 2014,
the
tradition
followed.
According to a 2011 article
of “The Beacon,” the
first cardboard duct tape
battle occurred in April
2008 under the direction
of West Hall resident
director Seth Currier when
residents expressed interest
in creating a medieval
week as a dorm event. In
response, Currier proposed
the cardboard duct tape
battle which he modeled
after experiences from his
own time in college. From
that point on, the event

eventually became one
the most famous of NW’s
dorm events, occurring
every year except for the
spring of 2020.
How did this event
reach such heights on
campus and what about it
is so special? The men of
Hospers have a few ideas.
Resident director Michael
Simmelink believes that a
lot of the magic comes from
the intense preparation the
men put into their armor
and
weapons.
Friends
of Hospers men are well
aware of the many months
in advance where the boys
will collect cardboard and
plan their designs. These
designs are often a great
way to express themselves
since many students decide
to model their armor after
characters in movies or
video games.
Senior Theo Jongerius
has impressed the crowd
with his previous designs, a
replication of the Mystery
Machine from Scooby Doo
and a giant hamster wheel
which awed and shocked
both onlookers and fellow
competitors.
“The men of Hospers
always put on a show that
people will not want to
miss,” said Michael Leon,
a resident assistant of
Hospers.
While students from
other dorms witness the joy

of the battle, men of Hospers
also enjoy the traditions
leading up to their attack
on the green. Simmelink
explains that some of his
fondest memories over
the years have included
planning entrances with
resident assistances, taking
photos before the battle and
hearing the speeches that

I have experienced outside of
the classroom has also made
an impact,” Ginger said. “The
experiences and memories
that I have been able to be a
part of and create is such an
amazing blessing in my life.”
Ginger will be teaching at
Sioux Central High School
in a special education
classroom in Sioux Rapids,
Iowa.
Grace Braun has known
Ginger since they were both
discipleship group leaders
and have been friends since.
“I admire Paige’s creativity
and her genuine kindness
towards everyone she meets,”
Braun said. “Paige was
always working towards her
future career as a teacher
and sharing her excitement
and future goals with those
around her.”
Another standout senior
is Rachel Smart. She is triple
majoring in theatre, English
teaching and secondary
education. Smart focused

a lot of her college career
in the theatre department,
serving in seven stage
productions and design or
production role for six of
those productions. She has
also written for “The Beacon”
and is a tutor.
“My education at NW
has helped me to become so
much more open to the world
around me, has equipped me
to go out into the world with
purpose and has also simply
brought me so much joy and
wonder,” Smart said.
Karisa Meier met Smart
her freshman year and have
been great friends since.
“I truly admire Rachel’s
work ethic and unending
kindness,” Meier said. “She
is passionate about what she
believes in and always wants
to expand her knowledge to
develop her opinions.”
While these are just a few
of NW’s standout seniors,
many more exist both in
and out of the classroom.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MAR COMM
Jongerius’ famous hamster wheel of last year’s battle.

the resident assistants give
to inspire their residents.
Simmelink also believes
that the spectatorship of
the event is what makes it
so impactful; students who
gather to watch the event
make it just as meaningful
as those who battle.
“If we just did this for
ourselves,”
Simmelink

said, “I really don’t think it
would have the longevity.”
At the end of the day,
there’s
just
something
special about the cardboard
duct-tape battle. Gideon
Fynaardt speaks of the true
magic elicited by the event.
“It exudes excitement
at every corner,” Fynaardt
said. “Just explaining the

concept to people who have
never heard or participated
garner wide eyes and open
ears.”
“There’s just nothing like
this,” Leon said. “I tell guys
this year will be one of four
times in your life where
you get to do something as
unique as this—so go all in
and have fun.”

Outstanding Seniors of 2022
FROM PAGE 1
“I hope to see Hailey
do both of those things by
achieving the goals and
dreams that she sets for
her future,” Bruzzone said.
“Hailey is incredibly smart
and committed. She is always
trying to learn as much as
she can about the things that
interest her.”
Paige Ginger is an
elementary
education
major with endorsements
in reading, K-12 special
education and will be
receiving
her
coaching
authorization
through
the AEA. She participates
in
discipleship
groups,
International club events,
tutoring,
writes
for
“The Beacon” and is a
representative for Fern in
student government.
“I know that the things
that I have experienced in the
classroom will help me out
in my career, but the things

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MAR COMM
Dr. Jenny Song speaking at last year’s commencement.
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Big life transitions for the RDs
MARRIAGES,
BABIES AND A
FIRST-TIMER

KAYLEE BANDSTRA
PUBLIC RELATIONS
While students are eager
for summer break to come
and finals to be done,
the resident directors of
Colenbrander and Hospers
are looking toward the
future. They are looking
forward to upcoming and
ongoing activities.
Five-year
resident
director Michael Simmelink
of Hospers calls the dorm
a “big tradition dorm.”
Hospers
will
continue
beloved
events
while
continuing to improve them.
Next semester, Hospers will
welcome Lindsay Hubbell,
resident director of the
apartments and Simmelink’s
fiancée. “Lindsay and I have
some ideas cooking about
how to use our apartment,
and also, she has some
surprises coming for the
guys,”
Simmelink
said.
“That’s just a tease; you’ll
have to wait and see.”

Looking forward to the
future,
Simmelink
has
goals for how to be “a good
husband, but not a worse
RD.”
Brian Follett is finishing
his first year as resident
director in Colenbrander
“Coly” Hall. Follett continued
beloved Coly traditions, such
as the fall hog roast and Coly
Christmas.
“Our biggest event is
probably the hog roast we
did in the fall. You may
have seen us out there
smoking a hog all day and
then feasting at night,”
Follett said. “Maybe next
year we will make it even
bigger as far as games and
things to do outside while it
is smoking and while we are
eating.”
Along with continuing
beloved
events,
Follett
wants to do more.
“Coly did not really do
anything for the Superbowl
this year, and I would love
to blow it out and do a big
Superbowl party with a ton
of food and fun.”
Follet continues to learn
and grow in his role as

resident director. “I think a
goal for Coly I have for next
semester is to continue to be
a place where everyone can
belong,” Follet said. “I hope
guys will continue to pour
into each other and include
one another in whatever
they are doing.”
Trial and error surrounded
Follett’s first year as resident
director, as any first-year
leadership position does,
but he continues to connect
with and support Coly’s
residents.
“I am still learning how
to be available for guys. I’m
still learning how to listen
well and lead the men of
Coly,” Follet said. “I look
forward to another semester
of being able to grow and
learn how to best serve the
community that I live in.”
Another
exciting
transition for the residence
life is the welcoming of a
baby. Resident director of
North Suites, Jason Katsma,
and his wife, Alexia, have
spent this school year
preparing for what next
school year will bring with
a child. The last time the

Unsung Hero: Kaltwasser
FROM PAGE 1
“She has blessed our
department by creating
opportunities
for
our
students
to
discuss
challenging biblical and
theological issues in spaces
that are welcoming and
supportive of Christian
growth,” Dr. Mead said.
Sometimes,
students
struggle to push aside old
assumptions and biases to
lean into the spiritual growth
Dr. Kaltwasser is leading
them through. Sometimes,
a woman in ministry is a
bizarre concept.
“One problem is that we

aren’t immersed in Scripture
but rather in Scripture
‘sound bites,’” Dr. Kaltwasser
said.
“When
someone
thinks about the ‘issue’ of
women in ministry they
are more likely to think of
one or two isolated verses
than of the many examples
of women prophesying,
teaching and proclaiming
God’s Word in the Old and
New Testaments— Huldah,
Phoebe, Priscilla and Junia,
to name just a few,” Dr.
Kaltwasser explained.
The recent complicated
text series helped to interpret
such passages and encourage
contextual and interpersonal

processing, as most of
Scripture deals not in
universals but in particulars.
Besides being immersed
in biblical studies, Dr.
Kaltwasser also serves as
the NW core director, which
helps craft a meaningful
liberal arts college experience
through curriculum and
beyond. Most of living and
learning is embracing that
“we’ve been mistaken again
and again, as we live and
grow in Christ. This is how...
community forms us in
justice, courage and love,”
Dr. Kaltwasser said.
Until the next teatime.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MAR COMM
Dr. Kaltwasser serves as a professor, NW core director and leader for the women in ministry

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY LINDSAY HUBBEL
RDs Simmelink and Hubbell will be getting married in May.

dorms housed children was
the 2018-2019 school year,
with Stegenga Hall resident
director Celeste and her

family. While the residence
life will see some major life
transitions among the staff,
a wedding, having that first

year under your belt and
even a baby won’t stop the
RDs from their jobs.

OPINIONS 6
What
women
really
want
Campus
Questions

BEST WEAPON FOR
CARDBOARD DUCKTAPE
BATTLE?

Kaelin Alons

A

“Hurtful words. They cut
sharper that corrugated
cardboard.”

“Theo’s epic hamster wheel.
Just because of its epicness.”

WHICH WING WILL
LOSE THE CARDBOARD
DUCKTAPE BATTLE

Public Relations

h yes, t he age-old question:
“what do women rea lly want?
Marriage? Children? Lef t a lone
as t hey wa lk down t he street? A
beautif ul body? Perhaps a Porsche in
t he driveway?” Men have pondered
t his question for centuries, and I am
here to tell you t hat t here is a simple
answer.
A ll t hat women want are pockets.
You heard me correct ly, pockets.
Pockets in jeans, jackets, dresses,
spandex, bras; you name it, it needs
pockets. And not just any pockets.
The deep, well-suppor ted pockets
usua lly found in men’s clot hing. It’s
a simple request, and women have
made it for years. However, so many
ar ticles of clot hing fail to include
pockets in t heir designs.
W hat
pockets we do have can maybe f it
ha lf of our hands, rendering t hem

“First Floor.”
Jillian Simon

“Who wouldn’t want to
dress up in cardboard armor
and fight grown men.”

The quotes expressed in these polls
respresent student opinion and is no way
intended to indicate particlar perspectives
or beliefs of the beacon staff.

Be sure to follow the Beacon
on Instagram to submit your
own CAMPUS QUOTES!

it w ill pay of f. Now, I want you to
f ilm her reaction when she comes out
wearing t he dress w it h pockets. I can
guarantee you t hat she w ill be excited
to discover t he dress has pockets.
Still don’t believe me? A llow me
to submit a ver y persona l stor y about
t he impor tance of pockets.
A few weeks ago, I was wedding
dress shopping w it h a few family
members and close friends. I am
changing in and out of dresses for
what seems like hours until I come
across a dress w it h a unique feature.
It has pockets! Now, I am unable
to say whet her or not I bought t hat
dress, most ly because my f iancé is t he
opinion’s editor (sorr y Ca leb), but it
was def initely a persuasive element
t hat did it’s best to conv ince me to
buy it. I mean, can’t you imagine t he
convenience of hav ing pockets to hold
t hings in as you’re going about t he
room say ing hi to people. Ot her w ise,
I guess you just have to ma ke t he new
husband your rea l-life purse.
A ll t hings considered, adding
pockets to women’s clot hing w ill
do not hing but improve t he lives of
women ever y where. So, for a ll you
clot hing designers out t here, give us
pockets or give us deat h.

The trap of Christian Nationalism

“Hadyn Lee’s (blond) wing.”

WOULD YOU RATHER TAKE
PART IN OR WATCH THE
BATTLE?

completely useless to carr y any t hing.
Then you look at men’s pockets.
These can f it t heir wa llet, keys and
phone easily and comfor tably while
wearers of women’s clot hing need to
pack a purse or carr y it a ll in t heir
hands.
I could go on and describe how
pockets aren’t included in clot hing
to aid in sexua lizing women’s bodies
due to t he tightness of clot hing not
a llow ing for pockets. I could a lso
describe how t he purse industr y
pressurizes t he clot hing agency into
not including pockets so t hat t hey
can sell more purses to unsuspecting
women. Fina lly, I could describe
t he emotiona l trauma women go
t hrough at t he hands of ev il clot hing
companies for including fa ke pockets
instead of rea l ones. I w ill not do t hat
to you, most ly because I can’t prove
it. However, we a ll k now it to be true.
You may argue t hat t his seems to be
too insignif icant to actua lly be what
women actua lly want. If you truly do
not believe me, test it out for yourself.
Ta ke a woman shopping, specif ica lly
dress shopping, and you are tasked
w it h pick ing out dresses for her to tr y
on. Out of a ll t he dresses you f ind,
choose one to have pockets. This
may be a cha llenge, but, believe me,

Business

B

eing students at a Christian
institution, we are taught to
think about how our faith impacts all
areas of our lives. This is helpful when
it comes to how we move through
the world and love others. The harm
comes when this idea snowballs in
to Christian Nationalism.
“Christianity
Today”
defines
Christian Nationalism as, “the belief
that the American nation is defined by
Christianity, and that the government
should take active steps to keep it that
way.”
Christian Nationalism completely
disregards freedom of religion, which
is a fundamental right when living in
America. I like to think about it this
way : if I lived in a country composed
of Muslims, as a Christian, I would
not want the laws I had to abide by
based on a religion I did not follow,
in this case, Islam. So, why would
Christians in America hope to impose

$

these kind of Christian structures
onto people who do not believe the
same religion as them?
This
is
especially
harmful
considering the decline in Christianity
in America. According to Pew
Research Center in 2011, Christians
made up 75% of the U.S. population.
In Dec. 2021, only 40% of U.S. adults
self-identify as Protestant. Extending
that further only 63% self-identify as
Christian, of all varieties (Protestants,
Catholics, members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
Orthodox Christians). Considering
these statistics from the last decade,
Christianity in America is drastically
declining and will continue to do so.
Many Christians are getting ethics
and legality mixed up. Just because I
believe something to be ethical based
on my religion and personal beliefs,
does not mean that those stances
should be reflected in law.
I’ll give an example: let’s say I get
into a car crash. This accident is
completely my fault and I have very
seriously injured another person,
to the point that they are in a lifethreatening situation. They need
a kidney in order to survive and I
happen to be a match. Should I give
them my kidney? Ethically, I would
give that person my kidney. Others
may not, depending on their ethics
and also life situation. Maybe their

Get wealthy
off your words...

...With the new
Beacon pay scale

Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+ stories = $20 each

$

health situation would not allow them
to give up a kidney. Or maybe they
cannot afford to miss work because of
this invasive surgery. There are a lot
of reason one may choose to give up
their kidney or not. Should I be legally
required to give them my kidney? No.
This would be a direct violation of my
bodily autonomy, the right I have to
control what is done to my own body.
Just because my ethics tell me that
I should give that person my kidney,
does not mean that should be made
into law. This is a popular example on
how to view bodily autonomy when it
comes to abortion. Even if you have a
pro-life Christian ethic, that does not
mean this should be reflected in law.
Ethics and legality are very different
things, and my ethics are not superior
to anyone else’s.
Let us not fall into the trap of
oppressing people in the name of
scripture. Let us be people that can
hold true to what we think while still
allowing room for what others believe.
Imposing my beliefs onto someone
else in the name of Christianity will
never lead anyone to Jesus, it will
just continue to assist the decrease of
Christianity in America.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Men’s golf performs admirably in tough conditions
RAIDERS PERFORM
WELL IN WIND
JORDAN DESMET
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Despite cold and windy
weather, the Red Raider
men’s golf team grinded
out a stellar performance
at the 2022 Red Raider
Cup on April 16 at
Landsmeer Golf Club in
Orange City. The Raiders’
varsity team finished tied
for second with Iowa
Western
Community
College thanks to a
season-low team score of
281. The junior varsity
squad earned fourth place
after securing a team
score of 289.
“It was extremely cold,
and the wind was a big
factor,” said freshman

Jackson Laven. “Our team
kept our cool and did our
thing. We battled well.”
The Raiders’ lowest
score came from junior
Trenton De Haan, who
finished three strokes
under par with a score
of 68. This was good
enough for De Haan, to
end in third place. Other
Raiders that completed
the
tournament
with
scores below par included
juniors Brock Murphy
and Ezra Meyer and
sophomore Kyle Christy.
After
witnessing
the
outstanding
showings
from
his
teammates,
Murphy claims that the
key to his team’s success
was being able to stay
mentally sharp.
“One thing that our
team did really well was
that we came ready to

play. It could have been
really easy for us to give
in to the cold weather, but
we went out and battled
and had a great day,” said
Murphy. “Our mental
toughness as a group has
always been a strength of
ours.”
However, as the Raiders
near

the

end

of

their

season, they can make
some

adjustments

that

will help them finish their
year on a high note.
“One

thing

we

can

improve on is that we
could

think

our

way

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Junior Brock Murphy taking his starting stroke.

around the golf course
a little better as a whole
group,”

said

Murphy.

“Knowing where to miss
it and putting ourselves
in okay positions when
getting out of position is

something that we can
always improve on.”
The Raiders will be
back in action on April 22
and 23 at The Bluffs Golf

Course in Vermillion,
South Dakota for the
GPAC Championships.
“With
the
GPAC
tournament coming up
soon, it is important to

be positive and confident
in our team’s ability,” said
Laven. “We can’t dwell on
the little things because it
does no good.”

Raiders prevail during cold and windy home meet

NINE FIRST PLACE
FINISHES
HAILEY LOUW
MATHEMATICS

The Red Raider track and field
team started their Easter break
with a mix of races, throws,
jumps, personal bests and plenty
of time spent bracing themselves
against the wind at the annual
Red Raider Open on April 13
and 14. At their home meet,
Raiders and their competitors
battled wind speeds of over
thirty miles an hour with gusts
of forty-five miles an hour on
both Wednesday and Thursday.
Despite
the
unexpected
competition of Mother Nature,
the Raiders prevailed and took
home numerous first-place

finishes and best marks on the
season.
Northwestern’s
women’s
team took home four firstplace finishes at their home
meet. Freshman Emma Haley
started the meet strong for the
Raiders, winning the 5,000m
run in an outdoor personal best
of 19:46.23. Freshman Emma
Zoet (100m hurdles) and junior
Abby Clarke (400m hurdles)
joined Haley in their respective
victories on Thursday. On
the field, senior Caroline Van
Berkum won the women’s discus
throw with a mark of 36.97m.
“The wind was really
challenging, but our team still
competed really well and showed
a lot of toughness,” said Haley.
“It was really fun to see my
teammates working hard despite
the conditions.”

For the men’s team, senior
Joseph Kunert led the charge by
taking first place in the men’s
5,000m run on Wednesday
evening. His teammate, senior
Levi Cross, joined him right
afterwards in winning the
10,000m run on the track.
Juniors Bryce Paulsen and Ben
Thelander took home a onetwo finish for the Raiders in the
decathlon, scoring 5525 and
5255, respectively. Sophomore
Wyatt Pryor shined again in
the men’s 400m dash, taking his
home-meet title in a time of 54.19
seconds. Junior James Gilbert
(long) and sophomore Lorenzo
Jones (triple) both won their
jumps, while sophomore Joe
Callahan took care of business
on the field, winning the men’s
discus throw.

“I was very proud of the men
and women on our track and
field team for competing in
adverse conditions. said head
coach Scott Bahrke. “We didn’t
complain but went out and did
our best. I want to publicly
thank our over 100 volunteers
for their help on Wednesday
and Thursday. We were able to
run another outstanding meet
thanks to their efforts. They were
the MVPs last week!”
Both the men’s and women’s
teams will compete this weekend
on April 23 at the South Dakota
Challenge, hosted by the
University of South Dakota. The
Raiders will then travel south the
following week to compete in
the Grand View Viking Classic
on April 29th, and the infamous
Drake Relays from April 27 April 30.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Freshmen Megan Bosch and Abby Ervin run the 800 meter race.

NW Baseball falls in back to back double-headers

RAIDERS GO 1-3
AGAINST THE
TIGERS

Northwestern walked away

it 5-0 NW. It marked the fifth

with a single win.

double of the season for the

Game one, the Raiders

left second baseman. A two-

APRIL VAN TOL
ECOLOGY

had their single win (6-4),

out error in the fifth inning

sophomore

Shelton

allowed the Tiger runs to

picked up the win for the

score, cutting the lead 5-2. Not

Raiders pitching. Freshman

being able to fight back, DWU

Drew

took the first loss of the day.

The Red Raider baseball
team had a long and eventful
Friday

and

Saturday.

On

April 15, the Raiders (16-20,
GPAC 1-12) had a double
header

against

conference

team Dakota Wesleyan (1321, GPAC 7-14), where they
competed at home in Orange
City. The following day, they
then traveled up to Mitchell,
S.D. where they again played
another double header on
the road against the Tigers.
After the two double-headers,

Brett

Dysktra

belted

his

second home run of the

“Brett threw really well! Our

campaign to right field, driving

guys did a nice job doing what

in three runs to give NW the

they needed to offensively!”

early lead 3-0. Sophomore

said head coach Brain Wede.

Evan

Olesen

would

later

Game two, the Raiders did

single in the inning, driving

not have the same momentum,

in the fourth Raider run of

taking the loss 4-12. Defensive

the frame, scoring freshman

miscues hindered the Raiders

Tanner Schouten.

in game two, as DWU scored

In the fourth, senior Jaden

seven runs in the first two

Snyder knocked in a run

innings to take the lead 7-0.

with an RBI double to make

NW outed the first runs on

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Sophomore Brett Shelton on the mound to pitch for the Raiders.

the board in the third inning,

The next day the Raiders

Tigers 4-6, NW lost in a tight

thanks to an RBI single from

traveled up to DWU for their

junior Eli Rash. The Raiders

second doubleheader of the

“Kalvelage was awesome

would fought back but not

weekend. NW did not walk

and took advantage of chances

enough to comeback from

away with any wins for the

today! It was great to see him

DWU’s early lead.

day. The Raiders fell to the

compete,” said Wede.

game 4-3.
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Student activities to close out the school

Beacon
Staff

MANY EVENTS
COMING TO
CAMPUS

Aaron Eckmann

JILLIAN SIMON
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Co-Editor/Copy Editor

Kamryn Howell

The return from Easter

Co-Editor

break signifies the start of

Madie Harre

the end of this school year

Arts & Culture Editor

at Northwestern. Even as the

Camber Herrig

rest of campus is winding

Features Editor

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Student Activities Council is in charge of creating and facilitating fun events for students throughout the year.

down in preparation for

Caleb Arnett

summer, Student Activities is

Opinions Editor

Katie Jacob
Sports Editor

Emily Berggren
News Editor

in full swing. Filling the last

said, “I often wonder what

capture the f lag. It is a battle

Conquest.

few weekends at school, SAC

I still do not know about

of the dorms in which each

aspect of these types of

hopes to help students create

people’s

residence

work

events is the need for all

school has its own big finale.

some lasting memories to

I’m excited to witness and

together to take down its

different types of strengths,

Illusionist Jett Skrien will

round out the school year.

celebrate, alongside everyone

rival hall.

said Geary. “In this capture

be showing off his magic

the f lag game, you need

skills in Christ Chapel on

athletic,

May 7. Following the show,

Kaelin Alons

true

selves,

so

hall

will

Up first on the schedule

else, the beauty in diversity

Lucas Heiberger, director

Photo Editor

is the Beloved Festival of

and similarities that our

of student programs, said,

people

Riley Rasmussen

“My

who

are

other medieval favorites.
The

last

weekend

at

Culture on April 22 starting

community members bring.”

“This event will build up to

leaders,

players,

there will be a Glow Dance

Advertising Manager

at 4:30 p.m. This event will

The last weekend in April

be such a fun annual rivalry

strategists, optimistic, etc.

to finish off the night and

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

be taking place in the RSC

is host to Medieval Madness.

and will make for spectacular

Every strength is represented

SAC’s event calendar.

4-court area and will be

The

memories

in each dorm.”

host to many ethnic foods,

movie

activities and entertainment.

showing

weekend

to

bond

with

your fellow residence hall

adventurous

Students are invited to get
a taste of the many cultures

with thrilling and innovative

members! It is possibly the

complete with a Medieval

events put on by SAC, but

medieval romantic comedy,

event I’ve been most excited

Food Fest on May 1, which

they are not done yet. Keep

“A Knight’s Tale.”

about all year.”

will accompany the Hospers

your eyes peeled for details

Emma

Cardboard Duct Tape Battle.

regarding these events to

The big event of the

that are represented at NW.
NW

weekend

Intercultural

is

campus-wide

Club president, Elyssa Tang,

Fern

resident

The

weekend

This year has been packed
be

an

on

a

campus

The

night

includes

team

favorite

will

Conquest,

a

Geary shared how excited

Plates will be filled with

finish this year with some

game

of

she is to dominate during

turkey legs, chicken legs and

standout memories.

Beloved Festival of Culture to take place April 22
STUDENTS INVITED TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT
THEIR PEERS

fashion

show

students

ver y long time. Kevin McMahan

clothing

estimates that the celebration of

from all over the world. Students

these fairs at NW may be as much

will be performing hip-hop and

as 40-50 years old. The more recent

K-pop

iterations

showcase

RACHEL SMART
THEATRE

where

traditional

dances

as

entertainment.

of

the

international

On April 22, the B eloved Festival

In addition, there will be a variety

festival have been a big hit in the

of Culture Fair will be put on by the

of games like soccer, five stones,

community, allowing students of all

I-C ore leaders of the international

origami, kubb and even dalgona as

cultures and the larger Orange City

student clubs for the Northwestern

seen on the hit Netf lix show S quid

community to come together.

student

many

Game. Students can also expect

The festival has been planned

cultural fairs in years prior, this

an amazing buffet of food from

by several student leaders of the

year’s fair will include international

around the world: tortilla patatas

I-C ore. This year, Elyssa Tang has

cuisine, games and entertainment

from Spain, bitterbalen from the

been leading the committee with

to celebrate the many cultures of

Netherlands, dorayaki from Japan,

Kevin

NW’s international community. The

chicken korma from Afghanistan,

festival is truly about celebrating

event will run from 4:30-7 p.m. and

mutton masala from India, chipa

different cultures.

be held in the RSC 4-court area due

guazu from Paraguay, boba tea made

to anticipated weather. NW students

with Thai tea and more!

body.

Like

the

McMahan.

To

Tang,

the

Tang said, “Our community is
not perfect, but we want to strive

are able to attend the event free

The B eloved Festival of Culture

towards one in which its members

using their meal plan, and they are

is a merged event between I-Club’s

love and are loved in the fullness

encouraged to since the cafeteria

Cultural

B eloved

of who they are. To me, seeing

will be closed that evening.

Festival of Arts and Culture which

the beauty of diversity points to a

was

creative and awesome God!”

This year’s festival has a packed
schedule

with

activities

for

many
students

exciting
to

look

an

Fair

and

outdoor

the

spring

festival

that Adebola Adeyemo and R ahn
Franklin

first

began

in

2017.

for ward to. Like years prior, there

However, NW has been hosting

will be henna and an international

international cultural fairs for a

B e sure to come out and experience
something new this Friday from
4:30-7 p.m. in the RSC 4-court!

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
NW has enjoyed hosting the international festival for many

